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INTRODUCTION. 
AS that ineſtimable bleſſing Li- 
berty, has at laſt, in this happy 
land, ſo far attained its higheſt point 
of perfection, that any one may with 
the urmoſt- ſafety talk; or write, or 
print, whatever he pleaſes; I am not 
afraid to offer to the public a few 
free thoughts upon a ſubject, which 
is by ſome reckoned of all others the 
| B moſt 
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moſt important ind intereſting to the 
race of mankind: regardleſs at-the 
ſame time of whatever conſequences 
may enſue from them upon human 
a ſociety. For, as is the caſe with | moſt 
{cribbling coxcombs, 1 prefer my own 
honour and glory to every other con- 
ſideration ; though I am perhaps the 


only one amongſt them that has 1 in- 
genuity enough to own it. 


£ 
£ 


- But——my hand W 
heart fails me,——ſomething with- 
in- checks me from letting fly my 
ma blunderbuſs amongſt the moſt 
worthy and reſpectable, as well as 
the vileſt and moſt contemptible 
crowd. If I could diveſt, myfelt of 
all regard for them, I ſhould tremble 
for my on diſgrace and danger: as 
Form: 5 8 i 


24 
it might either miſs fire, and I do not 
much like to be laughed at; or recoil. 
and give me a villanous box on the 
ear; or burſt and ſhatter my hand to 
pieces. Beſides, there are ſome ca- 
taſtrophes in nature and human life, 
ſo awful, that one who is fot quite 
callous, would rather not be con- 
cerned in them. — Oh! It is dread- 


ful to behold the ſad noddings, 
the mortal agonies of a noble prim- 
æval tree, under the humiliating 
blows of the unfeeling woodman's 
axe And I could not find in my 
heart to give the coup de grace to an 
ancient opinion, which at leaſt ne- 
ver did any harm. If I could de- 
monſtrate this old, this almoſt uni- 
verſal opinion to be falſe (wick 18 
IMPOSSIBLE) I would not: becauſe 

B 2 I ſhould 
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I ſhould be ſorry to rob the beſt and 


worthieſt of mankind of a pleaſing 
deluſion. They ſhould never have 
cauſe to complain of me, as the 


Athenian did of his friends upon his 
recovery from a moſt enchanting 
ſtate of madneſs, that they had —_— 


not Jouve him. 


| As I had always reckoned thei im- 
mortality of the ſoul a truth not to 
be doubted; I never thought of pay- 
ing any particular attention to the 


ſubject, till lately, that there happen- 


ed to fall i in my way a diſſertation, 
in which it is treated as ſomething 
quite incredible, if not abſurd. , But 
ſo far from finding any thing per- 
ſuaſive in the author's arguments 
againſt it, the more I think upon the 

ſubject, 


1 


ſubject, the more I am confirmed in 
my Original opinion 


That a wretch whoſe life, in ſpite 
of that watchful and unerring mo- 
nitor, his own conſcience, i is ſpotted 
with crimes, ſhould at laſt wiſh to 
ſneak out of the way of juſt puniſh- 
ment into a ſtate of eternal inſenſi- 
bility, is no great wonder. But what 
comfort any honeſt inoffenſive crea- 
ture can find in the idea of anni- 
hilation is not ſo eaſily explained, — 
except you ſuppoſe him too indolent 
to ſupport the fatigue of living, and 
of keeping himſelf awake. But 
that 1s not quite the caſe neither, 
— particular kind of vanity with 
which ſome people are ſtung, muſt 


be gratified, —For you muſt know, 
that 


1 
that when a man of parts,. not 
much ſuperior to thoſe of a block 
head,. takes it into his head to 
be a wit, —he is apt to turn out an 
abſurd, diſagreeable, and ſometimes 
ſhallow as you may think him, a 
very dangerous fellow in one ſhape 
or another. For according to his ori- 
ginal famina, the conſtitution with 
which he was born, he ſtarts up 

either a pert impertinent jackan- 
apes ; or takes to writing your blunt 
unmannerly abuſe which he and his 
friends call fatire; or inſtructs the 
public as critic upon fubjects of 
which he has not the leaſt knowledge 
Or taſte; or ſteps out a Deiſt, or per- 
haps an Atheiſt. For you muſt know 
again, that nothing ſo tickles ſome 
little tirtering fools, who are always 
fond 
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fond of what they call a joke, as an 
indecent: burleſque familiarity with 
ſubjects the moſt ſerious and ſacred. 
This kind of wit is within the reach 
of every impudent profligate /buf- 
foon ; but amongſt fuch people of 
real wit, as I have by chance had the 
honour to be acquainted with, I am 
not able to recollect one that ever 
dealt in jokes of this kind. 


From what I haye ſaid, I would 
not be ſuppoſed to mean that all 
Deiſts are blockheads. But it is no 
ſpecimtnof a man's good ſenſe, pub- 
licly to declare himſelf an unbeliever 
in the moſt important, and what ane 
would think to every honeſt mind, 
the moſt comfortable of alt truths. 
And if it: is true, that a late right 

honourable 


($83 
honourable philoſopher boaſted, that 
by publiſhing: ſome licentious doc- 


trines, he had broke one of the 


chains which kept the wild beaſt 
Man under command, he fairly 
owned and declared himſelf guilty 


of nothing leſs than high treaſon 


againſt human ſociety. But to de- 
ſpiſe the admiration of fools, and 
not even to court it, requires more 
dignity of mind, than many who 
have paſled for great men Dave ever 
poſſeſſed. 


For my part, I take all philoſophi- 
cal opinions to be falſe, as well as 


all acts of government to be impo- 


litic, that tend to the detriment of ſo- 
ciety,——of the people. And upon con- 
e this moſt pernicious opinion, 

I I ſhall 
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I ſhall be gladt to contribute my mite 
towards expoling i its falßty. | 


The little T have read upon either 
ſide of the queſtion has been en- 
tirely accidental; and of that little 
there is hardly any thing I can re- 
collect. So that I engage in this ſub- 
je& without any arms, but thoſe of 
plain common ſenſe. For it is non- 
ſenſe to quote ſcripture to thoſe wags | 
who laugh at revelation ; and I have 
no more to ſay to an Atheiſt, than to 
any philoſopher of Bedlam or St. 
Luke's. : 


SECTION II. 


IITTLE as I know of logic, a ſci- 
ence which I have always, but per- 
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haps unjuſtly deſpiſed, I. am. going 
to ſet out upon my conjectures with 
what I think they call a ſyllogiſm.— 

The grand and proper object of all 
philoſophical enquiry is truth. The 


truth is always ſalutary, and at leaſt | 


never dangerous. But the doctrine 
of the ſoul's mortality is extremely 
dangerous, and its tendency to the 
laſt degree pernicious to ſociety,— 


.therefore it is not true. 


| Does the proſperity and happineſs 
of human ſociety depend chiefly upon 


the belief of a future ſtate? If it does, 
is it worthy of God that the happi- 
neſs of mankind ſhould be built up- 
on a lie? Impoſſible !—Surely it is in- 


finitely unworthy of God to practiſe 


even what they call a pious fraud upon 
his 


WW 


a (Ir ) 
his creatures. "The Almighty and 


all-wiſe Creator could never be re- 
duced to any ſach difingenuous ne- 


ceſſity. That the happineſs of hu- 


man ſociety ſhould owe its chief 
ſupport to a deluſion, is accuſing God 
of fraud and impoſture ;>an impoſ- 
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ture equally 1 needleſs and. cruel; As, 
the omnipotent could doubtleſs have 
made man as moral an animal as 
he is, and as fit for all the duties of 
ſociety, without either hopes or 


wiſhes of a world to come. 


If I do not flatter myſelf, theſe few 
ſhort reflections are almoſt deciſive 
in favour of the ſoul's immortality. 
But as different minds are ſtruck by 
different arguments, and as an opi- 
nion of ſuch moment deſerves every 


C 2 ſupport 
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tributes ſomething, and not a little ro 


te) 
ſupport Ow" the attacks of the in- 
fel philoſophers, it may be expect- | 
ed that ſome other arguments ſhoul Id 


be perl; in ite We Ai 
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* ih firſt place, i it certainly con · 


* 


its credit, that it has for ever been, 
according to the beſt atcounts, an 

niverfal opinion; even amongſt 
nations that could not have received 
it from any neighbours, 
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'IT is Feen too in favour of 
this . that the wiſeſt men of 
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it ——except. indeed #0004 S034 
God reſt bis r foul! f Meſſieurs 1 ** * 
and * * hed * * * 3. But theſe 3 au- 
thorities are rather to recent to have 
as yet their full effect. 5 ln | what 
oracular veneration they may, be 
held two or three thouſand years 
hence, when they will be to the. 
children of that advanced æra, what 
Pythagoras, Solon, and Hs are 
to & is nothing to us. 
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I would be both tedious and un- 
neceſſary to enlarge upon theſe old 
arguments; as they ſpeak fer them- 
ſelves. But now, in purſuing my 
ſubject, I find myſelf upon the brink. 
of a difficult paſs,—a dark and intri- 

* 2 
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cate road. into the land of ſpirits, 
That there is ſuch a land” admirs of 
no doubt. The world was created 
by an Almighty Spirit. | And as this 
earth teems with animals great and 
ſmall, it 18 natural from analogy to 
ſuppoſe, that the univerſe ſwarms 
with ſpirits of various kinds, orders, 
and degrees; though it is impoſſible 
forus,in our preſent ſituation, to have 
the leaſt idea of vg mode of Mit. 
"ence. To gueſs at this unknown 
by thoſe we know, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe that thoſe ſpirits are good or 
bad, happy or miſerable. And that, 
from the ſelf. evident benignity of 
God, who delights in communicat- 
ing happineſs and pleaſure, there 
are ſpirits capable of enjoying the 


10 moſt magnificent appearances, and 
li ſtupendous 
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digious bodies the planets; and 


r 
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ſtupendous ſcenes of nature; ſuch 


can amuſe themſelves with the va- 
rious grand objects, the plains, 
mountains, rivers, ſeas, and cities, 
that diverſify their different ſur- 
faces, as familiarly as our geo- 
graphers with the terreſtrial globe. 
To this world of ſpirits man natu- 
rally aſpires; and ſurely there is no 
abſurdity in ſuppoſing that the world 
to us at preſent inviſible, and unper- 
ceivable by our organs of fleſh and 
blood, may at leaſt partly be ſup- 
plied by emigrants from this. 


I am naturally much more diſpoſ- 
ed to ſcepticiſm than to credulity 
upon all ſubjects, from the moſt ſe- 
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_ fious and intereſting points 6f hif- 


tory, down to thoſe wandering va- 
pours, the reports of the town, whe- 
ther political or ſcandalous. Yet T 
cannot help believing that there is 
forne connection and relationſhip be- 
tween the human race and a world 
of ſpirits, who know much more of 
us than we of them; but for wiſe 
reaſons are not permitted to interfere 
in human affairs, any farther than 
perhaps in ſometimes giving us lit- 
tle glimpſes of another ſtate. 


Though I am ſorry never yet to 
have ſeen what people call an appa- 
rition; I cannot with all my ſcepti- 
ciſm, refuſe ſome credit to ſeveral 


remarkable inſtances of this kind, 


related by writers both ancient and 
modern, 


(#7) 
modern of the moſt indiſputed ve- 
racity: who at the fame time could 
have no intereſt in favouring or pro- 
pagating any fuperſtitious lies. Some 
recent ſtories too of the ſame kind, 
ſo circumſtantially atteſted by peo- 
ple, not at all remarkable for any re- 
ligious enthufiafm, have fallen in 
my way; that 1 reproach myſeif for 
not having paid at leaſt as much at- 
rention to them, as your collectors 
of news I ſuppoſe do to the authors 
of their intelligence. | 


At the faint tittie I regret my own 
indolence and inattention; in having 
neglected ſome ſtrong inftances of 


what they call the ſecond i bt in the 
north of Scotland, related as certain 
facts by ſome wh rather affected to 

D be 


1 


be thought unbelievers, p And hers ; 
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ſeems to have had ſome idea of chis 


ſtrange faculty. For in the Odyſſey, 
juſt before that terrible ſcene opens, 

in which the ſlaughter of the ſuitors 
1s. repreſented, one of the company 
in an alarming fright tells them that. 
be ſees all their ghoſts gliding out 
of the room, one after another. 


"Share are many remarkable in 


ſtances upon record of propheſies 


and predictions fulfilled,—of omi- 
nous impreſſions and prepoſſeſſions, 


—of. ominous dreams, —of dreams 
announcing fatal events at the diſ- 


tance of many hundred leagues, the 
very inſtant as far as could be traced 
that they happened. Theſe, and 
other 


: 
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other unaccountable intimations of 


a fimilar nature, ſeem to ſignify a 
connection between mankind and a 
world of ſpirits. And though the 
ſpirits with which the Italian poet 
Taſſo was ſometimes haunted, ſeem 


to have been the creatures of an un- 
ſound imagination; I find myſelf 


| ſomewhat inclined to give a little 


credit to the genius, the dæmon or 
familiar of Socrates ; - who was too 
wiſe a man to impoſe upon himſelf, 
and too honeſt to impoſe upon 
others, 


It is not, I conceive, quite foreign 
to the preſent purpoſe to mention a 
phznomenon, which has not hither- 
to, as far as I know, attracted the at- 
tention of any philoſopher. Several 
D 2 years 
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years ago I called upon a friend wha 
had been ſuddenly taken ill, and 
was juſt going to loſe blood at the 

arm. The blood had not ſprung 
long when he fainted away; but on 
coming to himſelf again, he told us 
he had been in ſuch a charming 
ſcene, and ſurrounded with ſuch de- 
lightful objects, as it was impaſſible 
for him to deſeribe. This the ſur- 
geon told me frequently happened 


under that circumſtance. Now 1 * 
own myſelf too much a ſceptic, even * 
to gueſs whether in thoſe caſes the 1 
ſoul is to ſuch a degree detached . 

K 


from rhe body, as to have a glimpſe 
| of the land of ſpirits Which is 
| | at hand. Though in our preſent 
A ſtate and ſituation, we know as little 
of it as the fiſhes in the Aclantic or 


the 
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the Pacific Ocean, of the plains, 
mountains, woods, ſtreams, cities, 
and inhabitants of the different 
iſlands and continents they waſh,— 
yet we may preſume it is at hand, — 
it is here, —it is every where. 
ulubris. But I muſt prevent any pert 
unbelie ver from unfairly adding 


Animus fi te non deficit — 


Meantime it is but fair to take no- 
| tice of what one may call a coun- 
ter-phænomenon to this. It has of- 
ten happened, that a perſon from 
having been for ſome time under 
water, or from ſome other accident, 
apparently dead, and remaining ſo 
for a confiderable time; when the 
means that haye been uſed to reſtore 
Him to life have ſucceeded, he has 

not 
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not recollected any thing that paſſed 
in his mind from the time of the 
accident, 'to: that of his- recovery. 
This ſome think favours the opinion 
of thoſe comfortable philoſophers, 
who doubt of every thing; who, to 
be conſiſtent with themſelves, ought 
to doubt whether our moſt pleaſing 
ſenſations are not really painful; or, 
what might upon occaſion be conve- 
nient enough, whether what the un- 
learned call pain, in fits of the gout 
or tooth-ach, is not rather an agree- 
able kind of tickling ; and who, to 
ſet out regularly upon their ſyſtem, 
ought to begin with doubting whe- 
ther they doubt or no. - But if any 
unbehever attempts to triumph up- 
on this phænomenon; I muſt aſk his 
leave to ſuppoſe, that the ſoul re- 
15A quires 
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quires and enjoys the comforts of : 
ſleep—ras all ſpirits do, except the 
Almighty himſelf. For the truth of 
this opinion I appeal to the greateſt 
of all poets, and almoſt of all — 


ſophers, who ſays, 


The whole race of Gods and men paſt 
the night in ſleep, all but Jupiter him- 
ſelf, who never ſleeps. 


SECTION VI. 


SO much for conjectures upon the 
world of ſpirits, the affinity and con- 
nection between it and the race of 
mankind. It ſeems natural in the 
next place to conſider how far the 
human kind has reaſon, from its 
ſaperiority to the beaſts that periſh, 
to expect a different lot. And to be- 

6 gin 
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gin wich the human form, it is er- 
tainly by far the moſt beautiful that 
we can imagine. The legiſſator of 
the Jews, who, it muſt be owned; 
had now and then ſome good notions 
enough, tells us, that God made man 
after his. own image. 


1 to me faculties 4 qualities of 
his mind, they are ſurely very high. 
And notwithſtanding the monſtrous 
majority of fools ; for this claſs, beg- 
ging pardon of divers and ſundry 
confounded clever fellows, includes 
the whole variety of knaves; man is 
ſtill an animal of great worth and 
dignity. The powers of his mind 
are wonderful; his paflions, ſenti- 
ments, and ideas, delicate, generous, 
heroic, and ſublime. In ſhort, he is 
10 


Sn 
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ſo divine a being, that without blaſ- 
phemy, it may be ſaid, that as far as 
he is capable of perfection in juſtice, 
goodneſs, and truth, he is not in- 
ferior to God himſelf, EY 


Nleantime; a hate noble and cele- 
brated philofopher, ſomewhere in 
his metaphyſical works, moſt pe- 
remptorily affirms, that mankind 
rank very low in the ſcale of intel - 
lectual beings. God only knows 
how that is. But if his Lordſhip 
means in compariſon with the inha- 
bitants of the other planets that be- 
long to. our ſyſtem ; I have as good 
a right to ſay they rank very high. 
One would be curious to know in 
what particular powers, or qualities, 
theſe foreign planetarians excel the 
E home- 


country as to deſpiſe all others, even 
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W breed of this exrth; 
Some of, us are ſo proud of our 


without ever having ſeen any other. 
And why ſhould not we be as proud 


of our planet? We very ſafely may, 


without giving the leaſt offence to 
ſuch far-diſtant neighbours; or blun- 
dering ourſelves into any quarrels, 
miſunderſtandings, or heart-burn- 
ings with them, upon ſuch imper- 
tinent ſubjects. And really and ſe- 
riouſly, when we come to conſider 
it, there is no ſituation in the ſolar 
ſyſtem that appears more likely to 
produce every thing excellent than 
this very terraqueous globe of ours. 
For it is placed at a moderate diſtance 
from the ſun, between the 'two ex- 
tremes of hot and cold, though a 

great 


(27) 
great deal nearer to the hot; and 
poſſeſſes much the ſame latitude in 
the ſolar ſyſtem, as Greece and the 
iſlands of the Archipelago, or rather 
the ' Canaries, which the antients 
dignified with the name of the For- 


tunate Iſlands, do here in its own 
8 


sserios vil. 


B U T | befides his intellectual | 
powers, man is the only religious 
animal upon earth; and hiſtory they 
ſay, affords no inſtance of any na- 
tion without religion. It is indeed 
doubtful whether any large ſoci- 
ety could flouriſh or ſubſiſt without 
it. At leaſt it would be more bold 
than wiſe in a legiſlator to hazard 
| E 2 the 
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the experiment. a - ſociety of A- 
theiſts in my humble qpinion, could 
not long exiſt; there could be no 
barmony or good order.j in it. What 
is yet more, . human nature, 1 ima» 
gine, 1s fo prone to religion, that all 
the care, nurture aud, admonition of the 
moſt active, pains-taking, and vigi⸗ 
lant profeſſors of Atheiſm, would 
not be able to hinder a large ſociety, 
for any length of time, from deviat- 
ing into ſome kind of religion. You 
will fay,: perhaps, that the various 
ſyſtems. of religion differ ſo much 
from one. another, that they cannot 
all be true. I ſay they are—as far 
as they agtee in certain fundamen- 
tal principles; as far as they are 
all built upon the ſolid foundation 
of natural religion. They all agree 

| iN 
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in the ame opinion of what is juſt 
and unjuſt, what is right and wrong. 
And. indeed. every human creature 
that-i is not quite an ideot, is born a 
moral philoſopher a ſound ſyſtem 
of morals is ſtamped upon the tab⸗ 
let of every human heart. No one 
ever was guilty of a baſe; unjuſt, or 
cruel action for want of knowing he 
was doing wrong. The maſt callous 
hard-hearted villaia has a monitor 
within that reproaches him, a judge 
that. condemns him, for every crime 
he commits. And can it ever be a 
matter of doubt, that man is accoun- 
table to God for his actions; and 
juſtly puniſhable whenever he acts 
contrary to the admonitions of his 
own | conſcience Rut we ſhall 

know 


( 30 ) 
know more of the * Almighty Poet's 
plan in conducting the great drama 
of nature, the grand tragi-comedy 
of the univerſe, when the next ſcene 


opens to our view, than we e poilibly 
can in this. 


4 


If the human exificncs termi- 
nates with this life, I aſk why did 
God make man a religious animal? 
To what purpoſe ?——Surely the in- 
finitely wiſe and good Creator could 
never intend an unmeaning farce by 

it. That idea is not only blaſphe- 
mous, but to the laſt degree abſurd. 
God could certainly, as was obſerved 
before, have made man as moral a 
creature, and as fit for all the offices 


* See Thomſon on the Seaſons, 
2 and 


1 


and duties of ſociety as he is, with- 
out the ſmalleſt religious impreſſion, 
without either hopes or ideas of a 
future ſtate. And is it reconcilable 
to the goodneſs, juſtice, and truth of 


God, to have given ſuch hopes and 


wiſhes in vain ? to ſport with the 
happineſs of his creatures: The 
ſuppoſition is moſt ſhockingly impi- 
ous and diabolical!—lIr is no diſap- 
pointment to the beaſts that they 
periſh ;—they never dreamt of either 
happineſs or miſery beyond the pre- 
ſent hour. But that man, with all 
his ſuperior powers and faculties, his 
aſpiring wiſhes and hopes, ſhould 
lie under the ſame mortal doom, is 
in effect moſt impiouſly to accuſe 
God of a needleſs and diſingenuous 
impoſ- 


W 


632 
eds vid undertake Mete ot 290 
al the wars of God ta man? | 


If it be ſo; it is furely the onty i in- 
tance of an appetite given by the 
inſinitely wiſe and aryl God to dif- 


ee 15 85 | 


3 | szerion VI. x 
I CANNOT recollect any difficulties 
objected to the opinion I have been 
at ſome pains to ſupport, but What 
may be removed, by attending to the 
intimate connection between: fout 
and body in their preſent ſtate. Bui 
1 muſt take fome notice of a diffi- 
euky which was ſtarted many 
years ago, by a certain author, who 
had 


( 33 ) 
had employed all his metaphyſical 
abilines, the- principal uſe of which 
it would ſeem is to confound and 
puzzle where you cannot convince 3 
in combatin g the opinion of the 
ſoul's immortality. The recollec- 
tion. of this opinion of his is, in 
truth, what partly induced me to be- 
ſtow ſome particular attention * 
on this ſubject. | 


9 


4 


One of theſe objections, I well re- 
member, which he. imagined ought 
to embarraſs the religious theory, 
was the difficulty of finding room 

for the ſucceſſive generations of 
Man; for as we are at liberty, ſaid 
he, to ſuppoſe every planet! in every 
ſolar ſyſtem to be peopled with intel- 
n mortal beings; which is no 
of F unrea- 


„ 


1 
unreaſonable ſuppoſition; it follows, 
that either the univerſe was, at firſt, 
created large enough to receive this 


continual influx of beings, or that 
a new univerſe muſt, in all ſucceed» 


ing generations, have been created 


to make room for them. A ſuppo- 


ſition, he added, which ought not to 
be admitted by any pbiloſophy : and 


this merely becauſe it was barely 
poſſible. 


In what manner ſpirits occupy 
ſ pace, it is impoſſible for us to con- 
ceive: but the apprehenſion of being 
crowded and pegged up in the uni- 
verſe ſeems natural only to a very 
fat ſpirit. Milron appears to have 
had different ideas of ſpirits. For, 
from a prodigious elaſticity of tex- 
ture, 


(ls) 
ture, it would ſeem, in the Pandæ- 
monium, the infernal mobility, that 
there might be no diſtreſs for want 
of elbowi*room, contracted them- 
ſelves from their natural gigantic 
ſize, into mere dwarfs; from the 
fize we may ſuppoſe of the oriental 
Roc, or the Peruvian Condor, who | 
carries off an ox with as much eaſe 
as the eagle a hare, to that of a waſp 
or a gnat. Somewhere elſe he tells 
us, that ſpirits upon certain particu- 
lar occaſions ix total. Heaven knows 
how theſe things are. © Meantime 
our metaphſician's idea of the uni- 
verſe ſeems rather narrow, and not 
worthy of one who aſpires at the 
character of a free-thinker. However, 
it may not be amiſs to beſtow ſome 
attention upon it. 

F 2 SECTION 
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'TH ERBE are many things impoſ- 
ſible to God himſelf. Go could not 
make it a virtuous or a meritoridus 
action for a man to rob and murder 
his father or raviſh his ſiſter. God 

cãnnat make a white or a green eye 
a beauty, or a humped back an orna- 
ment to the human figure. God 
cannot make, two and two either 
more or. leſs than four; or a figure, 
that under the ſame extent of ſurface 
ſhall be more capacious than a 
ſphere. And there is one grand na- 
tural impoſſibility which is perhaps 
in ſome degree neceſſary to the hap- 
pineſs of God himſelf. I mean the 
impoſſibility of ever filling infinite 
ſpace with worlds. God never can; 
not 


| 
| 


U 
* 
* 


energy,-—incapable of 
that never ſeps,—ſhouldever retire 


hy 


„ 


not ſuppoſe he ſhould create a world 
every week, every day, every hour, 
every minute, throughout wh 
nity. Foil e univerſe has neither 
walls, nor roof, nor bottom. Mean- 

time creation is never at a ftand.— 
Is it poſſible that the gternal Md in- 


exhauſtible fountain of exiſten 


ſhould ever ceaſe to flow? That the 


Almighty ſpirit who created all thoſe 
worlds we ſee,—a = infinite 


from the exerciſe of his Mnipotent 
, powers ?—Moſt certainly no. The 


kingdom of God endureth for ever. 


The ſtates, kingdoms, and empires 
of this world arrive at laſt at a cer- 


tain heighth which they never can 
ſurmount; from which point they 
2 g all 


er a 
399 


——U—ä 


1 "fb 
5 AE 

} 
it 
1 
1 
- 

17 
3 

: 

4 187 

FT 
i" 

G 
: 1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

4 
”e 
- 4 |; 
' | 
| 1 
t N 
1 } 
»! 

2 
| 
M. 
1” : 

11000"! 

154947 | 
: #4 

Ham! 1 
Wl 1 
* 
. 1 
J 9 
WINTER | o1 
| 

411 5 

i; 
1 N 
i - 

: l ( I 
1 
3 
3 | : 
1 

" 

U 

i 
11 
1 
* 

* 

* 

' * 
„* y 
. } 
= 
„ 

' 
8) ij 

þ C 
_ Ss. 

5 „7 

* „ 
4 

— 1 

5 * 
— 4 

- 

. 
1 
oy 

FT . 

x8 Y : 

4 . 

+7 F 

: 

\ : 

G 
1 
U 1 
b 10 
! : 

: 

* 1 
1 

= 

l 1 

1 

v 4 

: 

of 1 
5 * 
1 
4 th 
* 0 e'Y 

7 * 

* 

5. 
'Þ 

K "= 
w 

' 

| g 
=” of 

F 

. 
4 
„ 
.. 
437 

i! 

- = 4 
» $4 
1 
+2 
1 
7 . 

Li 

© 19 
AY 
3] 

A oy 
. 

1 

7 
4 
3 


all tend downwards tbwards their 


ſublime, and delightful wonders. | 


\ 
j 
| 

| 


diffolurion. They all die 8ome 
= a violent acute diſeaſe, ſome of a 
flow decline, and ſomt of ſuicide. 
But he kingdom of God not only endureth | 
Krim it is always advancing and 
apröving; For ever increaſing in ah 
auty, in grandeur, and from the ri 
perpetual increaſe of happy beings, = 
in felicity. It flouriſhes in a ftare of 0 
_—_— Joleſcence, that — * 
is incapable of Any end or termin 
tion; but will for Wer contin 
fruitful gf the moſt luxuriant beau- 
ties, and an endleſs variety of ne Wy 


* 
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a 
| 
t 
| 
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How far the old created worlds 
may require from time to time to be 


repaired, God only knows. This 
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earth we tread, has, is ſeems, ſuffer- , 

ed great revolutions. Whole iflands © 

they ſay, have ſunk into the deep;® 

huge moins have in ſome vio- 

tent fits of convulſion ſhot out of it. 

| And perhaps the ſouthern continent, 

in which has of late em 97% e cu- 

the rioſity of ſome able nWigatrors, ma 

not for ever lie aſleep at the bottom 

of the great ſouth ſea. Mean time, @ 

amidſt all the alterations that have 

* ſhbok this globe, hd Me inceſſant 

Thange and hranſfhatation of the ®. 
principles whic&@tnpoſg, it, from 

one ſhape to another, ttiroughout 

he animal, vegetable, and mineral 

4 kingdoms, one may venture to ſay, 
that it has not loſt nor gained one * 

particle of matter from its firſt crea- 

tion to this prgſent day; and perhaps 
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However. theſe: things may be, ir; 
f is hoped , that there is nothing in 
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ture; nor any ming chat 4 in * 
| leaſt diſcompoſe the faith of the moſt, 
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